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BUSINESS ACROSS CULTURES
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DID YOU KNOW?

The Chattanooga Chamber's newly
launched International Business Coun-
cil includes representatives from more
than 20 countries and three genera-
tions who speak more than a dozen
languages.

LOCAL SUPPORT FOR
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

In February of 2011, the Chattanooga
Chamber launched Chattanooga’s first In-
ternational Business Council — a network of
multi-national businesses and professionals
committed to enhancing opportunities for
locals to do business across cultures. The
organization was formed to meet the specific
entrepreneurial needs of Chattanooga’s grow-
ing international population.

Spearheaded by Gladys Pineda-Loher,
business diversity coordinator for the Chat-
tanooga Chamber, the International Business
Council offers cross-cultural business train-
ing and networking opportunities. Last year,
the programming for the council’s monthly
meetings addressed strategies for doing busi-
ness in countries such as Korea, Colombia,
Brazil and India. Similar programs are on the
schedule for 2012.

Since its inception, the International Busi-
ness Council has already attracted scores of
companies to its membership, which repre-
sents more than 20 countries, a dozen lan-
guages and three generations of people. The
organization has also served as a catalyst for
conversations on reciprocal trade missions
with representatives from Turkey, India and
the Philippines.

“Chattanooga’s emerging global business
sector stands to benefit immensely from the
connections the International Business Coun-
cil will forge between people of international
origin or background and those who want to
do business with them,” says Pineda-Loher.
“By helping this demographic develop enter-
prises through promotion, education, advo-

cacy and opportunities for professional and
entrepreneurial growth, we hope to stimulate
the kind of development that fortifies our
local economy.”

In addition to driving those local connec-
tions, the Chattanooga Chamber is also inves-
tigating free trade agreement opportunities in
anumber of countries its member businesses
have expressed interest in engaging as part-

ners in commerce.

“In order for Chattanooga to play a more
active role in global exchange, we actively re-
cruit and welcome foreign direct investment
and seek ways to take advantage of opportuni-
ties that lie outside our immediate sphere of
influence,” says Tom Edd Wilson, president
and CEO of the Chattanooga Chamber. "We
want to develop a business climate in Chat-
tanooga that not only supports this effort,
but also challenges its existing businesses
and entrepreneurs to expand internation-
ally by providing them with the educational
resources and connections necessary to do so.”

According to Pineda-Loher, plans to fur-
ther explore those opportunities are currently
in the making,

“As more people rally behind our quest
to diversify the local economy and extend its
reach internationally, we are better positioned
to positively impact the quality of life in our
community,” says Pineda-Loher. “We’re look-
ing forward to fostering that growth in the
months and years ahead.”
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INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

The Colonnade proudly offers the ideal
venue for corporate and social events.
This beautiful facility has many options for
your event which can be tailored to meet
your budget and space requirements.

- Conference Room
- Banquet Hall

- Commercial Grade Kitchen
- Multi-Functional Meeting Space

- 536 Seat Theater

Our flexible space can be customized to
create a unique, personalized setting.

Free parking surrounds the one-level
facility with handicap parking on all sides.
We are only 15 minutes from downtown
Chattanooga, with easy interstate access.

We are privileged to be an integral part

of your special memory or corporate

event and are committed to providing the
personal service you expect.

The Colonnade
264 Catoosa Circle

Ringgold, GA 30736
706-935-9000 phone

706-965-3112 fax

office@colonnadecenter.org
www.colonnadecenter.org

CATOOSA CIVIC CENTER

Organizations in and around the Chattanooga area offer resources and support for the region’s
diverse networks of people. Spanning a wide range of groups, these organizations cater to an expan-
sive array of interests and strengthen the rich communities of culture thriving in Chattanooga today.

100 Black Men of Chattanooga
PO Box 1201

Chattanooga, TN 37401

(423) 821-6700
www.100bmchatt.org

101 W. 21st Street Annour
Islamic Community

5311 Upshaw Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37416
(423) 490-8544
www.2discoverislam.com

Bessie Smith Cultural Center
200 E. M.L. King Blvd.
Chattanooga, TN 37403

(423) 266-8658
www.bessiesmithcc.org

Bridge Refugee
& Sponsorship
Services of Chattanooga

4791/A Hal Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37416
(423) 954-1911

www.bridgerefugeeschatt.
org/home.html

City of Chattanooga Office
of Multicultural Affairs

5600 Brainerd Rd.
Ste. D6

Chattanooga, TN 37411
(423) 643-6706
www.chattanooga.gov

Chattanooga Islamic Center
1410 Cemetery Ave.
Chattanooga, TN 37408
(423) 756-4917
www.2discoverislam.com

Chinese Association
of Chattanooga

PO Box 506
Hixson, TN 37343
(423) 645-5272
WWW.CCa-ccs.org

Filipino-American
Community Association
(423) 843-0028

German-American Club
(423) 877-0467
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German American
Chamber of Commerce

1170 Howell Mill Rd.
Ste. 300

Atlanta, GA 30318
(404) 586-6800
www.gaccsouth.com/en

Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce of East Tennessee

11002 Kingston Pk.,
Ste. 202

Knoxville, TN 37934
(865) 777-5993
www.hccet.org

Islamic Society of Greater
Chattanooga

2533 Gunbarrel Rd.
Chattanooga, TN 37421
(423) 760-2134
www.chattislam.org

Guijarati Samaj
of East Tennessee

7706 Colemere Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37416
(423) 499-2799

Huguenot Society

111 Sylvan Dr.

Lookout Mtn., TN 37350
(423) 821-6844

www.huguenot.netnation.
com/states/tennessee/
TN_SOC.htm

India Association
of Chattanooga

(423) 559-2717
www.indiachattanooga.com

International Business Council
811 Broad St.

Chattanooga, TN 37402

(423) 763-4345
www.chattanoogachamber.com

Korean Association
of Chattanooga

(423) 280-7700
www.chattanoogakorean.org

La Paz Chattanooga

1402 Bailey Ave.
Chattanooga, TN 37404
(423) 624-8414
www.lapazchattanooga.org

National Association
for the Advancement
of Colored People

PO Box 3226

Chattanooga, TN 37404
(423) 267-5637
www.chattanooganaacp.com

National Coalition
of 100 Black Women —
Chattanooga Chapter

PO Box 22873
Chattanooga, TN 37422
(423) 698-0029
www.ncbw-chattanooga.org

Rainbow/PUSH Coalition
(423) 899-8001
www.rainbowpush.org

Sister City Association
of Chattanooga

PO Box 734

Chattanooga, TN 37401
www.chattanoogasistercities.
org

St. Andrews Center

1918 Union Ave.
Chattanooga, TN 37404
(423) 629-9872
www.st-andrewscenter.org

Tennessee Human
Rights Commission

(423) 634-6837

www.tennessee.gov/
humanrights

Urban League
of Chattanooga

730 E. M.L. King Blvd.
Chattanooga, TN 37403
(423) 756-1762
www.ulchatt.net

U.S. China Peoples
Friendship Association -
Chattanooga Chapter

12 N. Lynncrest Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37411
(423) 698-7339
www.uscpfa.org

Ever heard that expression,

THE BEST OF
BOTH WORLDS?
The modern amenities and convenience of a
downtown apartment. The quiet seclusion of
a scenic, suburban NorthShore. Experience

Chattanooga’s newest, most unique address:
CityGreen at NorthShore. Now Open!

877-758-0939 | www.livecitygreen.com

DERRYBERRY PUBLIC RELATIONS

BOLD. CREATIVE. PROVEN.

WWW.DERRYBERRYPR.COM | 423.755.7588 | @DERRYBERRYPR

Loans for Land, Homes, Construction,
Equipment & Operating Expenses
Leases « Crop Insurance

Call our team in Chattanooga
877-633-2399 * 423-510-9429

< Farm Credit Services
2" |OF MID-AMERICA .

Farm Credit Services of Mid-America is an equal opportunity provider. &=

Site Planning
Civil Engineering
Environmental
Landscape Architecture
Surveying

BARGE
WAGGONER
SUMNER &
CANNON, INC.”

ENGINEERS ¢ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS e PLANNERS e SURVEYORS

1110 Market Street, Suite 200, Chattanooga, TN 37402
423.756.3025 | bargewaggoner.com
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